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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of Wang for a "garage door opener" filed September 26, 2003 has been 
examined. This conmnmication is in response to applicant's response filed February 17, 2004. 

This application claims foreign priority based on the application 02138400.2 filed 
September 30, 2002 in China. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C 
1 19(a) - (d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim 1 is pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as bemg unpatentable over Murray (US# 
6,903,650) in view of Study et al. (US# 6,941,136). 
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Referring to claim 1, Murray discloses a garage door opener (10) (i.e. a garage door 
operator system) (column 2 lines 33 to column 3 line 8; see Figures 1 and 2), comprising: 

at least two radio frequency transmitters (40a to 40x) (i.e. wireless remote transmitters), 
said radio frequency transmitter (40a) producing a non-user changeable radio frequency code 
signal (column 4 lines 17 to 37; column 5 lines 4 to 27; see Figures 1 and 2); 

a radio frequency receiver (70) (i.e. a RF receiver) being adapted to receive the code 
signals from the at least two radio frequency transmitters (40a to 40x), codes produced by a first 
radio frequency transmitter (40a) and a second radio frequency transmitter (40b) being different 
(column 4 lines 17 to colunm 5 line 27; see Figures 1 and 2); 

characterized by: a memory (62), each memory (63a to 63f) (i.e. memory locations) 
corresponding to one radio frequency transmitter (40a) and storing a code of a corresponding 
radio frequency transmitter (40a), each memory (63a to 63 f) (i.e. each memory locations) 
connected to a processor (60) (i.e. a controller) (column 4 lines 17 to 37; colunm 5 lines 4 to 58; 
see Figures 1 and 2); 

the processor (60) (i.e. a controller), when the radio frequency receiver (70) receives the 
code signal from the radio frequency transmitter (40a) and sends it to the processor (60), the 
processor (60) decoding the code signal from the radio frequency receiver (70) and comparing 
the decoded codes with that stored in each memory (63a to 63f) (i.e. each of memory locations), 
. and once the codes are identical after comparing, the processor (60) sending a signal to control 
an operation of the garage door (12) (colunm 4 lines 58 to column 5 line 27; see Figures 1 and 
2). 

However, Murray did not explicitly disclose at least two memories. 
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In the same field of endeavor of a garage door operator system, Study et al. teach that at 
least two memories (26 and 27) (i.e. memory modules) (column 3 lines 19 to column 4 line 9; 
colimm 4 line 54 to column 5 line 7; see Figures 2 to 5) in order to obtain the best strategy for 
ease of subsequent removal of memory modules and for blocking such that a transmitter can not 
be used. 

One of ordinary skilled in the art recognizes the need to add memory modules in a control 
device of Murray et al. in a memory device that have a plurality of storage locations in a garage 
door operator system of Murray because Murray suggests it is desired to provide that memory 
has a plurality of memory locations to store codes specifically associated with transmitters of any 
type that incorporating into a control device (column 4 lines 38 to 57; column 6 lines 12 to 32) 
and Study et al. teach that using a plurality of memory interfaces to add or remove memories in a 
variety of ways to registered transmitters for authorized use or temporarily be blocked from 
authorized use (colunm 3 line 47 to colunrn 4 line 9; column 4 line 54 to column 5 line 5) in 
order to change or to remove memory modules easily by a user and to increase security in a 
control device. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to add memory modules in a control device of Murray et al. 
in a memory device that have a plurality of storage locations in a garage door operator system of 
Murray with the motivation for doing so would have been to provide an ease of subsequent 
removal of memory modules and also to increase security and reliable garage door operator 
system. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/672,8 1 2 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2635 

Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Martel (US# 5,473,318) discloses a secure remote control system with receiver controlled 
to add and delete identity codes. 

Drori (US# 5,650,774) discloses an electronically programmable remote control access 

system. 

Christenson (US# 5,933,090) discloses a method and apparatus for field programming a 
remote control system. 

Ahlstrom et al. (US# 6,728,351) disclose an access control system having tenant codes 
that may be selectively displayed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nam V Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3061 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 
communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http ://pair-direct.uspto. gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nam Nguyen 
September 21, 2005 




MICHAEL HORABIK 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAKINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 




